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the horrible condition of people confined in the
English dungeons and prisons. Many vivid pic-
tures of how the Scotch Covenanters were hunted
down like wild beasts may be found in English
histories and novels. When their lives were spared
they often met a fate worse than death in the
loathsome dungeons into which thousands of Quak-
ers of that time were also thrust. A large part of
William Penn's life as a courtier was spent in rescu-
ing prisoners, exiles, and condemned persons of
all sorts, and not merely those of his own faith.
So the undertaking to make of Jersey two colonies,
one a refuge for Quakers and the other a refuge
for Covenanters, was natural enough, and it was
a very broad-minded plan for that age.

In 1683, a few years after the Quaker control
of East Jersey began, a new and fiercer persecution
of the Covenanters was started in the old country,
and shortly afterwards Monmouth's insurrection
in England broke out and was followed by a most
bloody proscription and punishment. The greatest
efforts were made to induce those still untouched
to fly for refuge to East Jersey; but, strange to
say, comparatively few of them came. It is an-
other proof of the sturdiness and devotion which
has filled so many pages of history and romance